
 

 

Help Shape Your 
Environment 

 
Climate Action Plan Questionnaire 

 
The climate is changingi and there is no doubt that a large part of it is manmade.  Hambleton, in their emerging Local 
Plan, and the Neighbourhood Plan, are both highlighting climate change and including policies on how climate change 
can be addressed in order to meet the Government's targets.   
 
The purpose of this questionnaire is for Rudby Parish Council to seek the views of Parish residents as to whether  
 

i. they would wish the Parish Council to adopt a Climate Action Plan to help address climate change and to improve 
the environment and 

ii. if so, what the Plan might contain.  
 
The questionnaire will be online with hard copies available from the Hub for those wishing to complete a paper copy or 
can be downloaded from the Parish Council’s website http://www.rudbyparishcouncil.org.uk/CAP-consultation.php. 
The questionnaire will be open from Monday, 5th July 2021 to Thursday, 12th August 2021 inclusive.  
 
The results of the questionnaire will appear on the Parish Council’s web site.  If you wish to receive an email copy of the 
results then please email climate.action.plan.rpc@gmail.com. 
 
The questionnaire is intended for individuals so more than one submission from a household is encouraged. 
 
If you have any comments on any of the questions asked, or any other issue related to a climate action plan, please  
email climate.action.plan.rpc@gmail.com. 
 
Resident profile 
Q1. In which part of the Parish do you live? 

[  ] Hutton Rudby,  [  ] Middleton-on-Leven,  [  ] Rudby,  [ ] Skutterskelfe 
 

Q2. This information will help us understand the views of different sections of the community. 
Your Age  [  ] prefer not to say,  

[  ] under 18, [  ] 18–24, [  ] 25–39,  [  ] 40–54, [  ] 55–74, [  ] 75-89, [  ] 90+  
 
Managing land under the control of the Parish Council 
The land the Parish Council has responsibility for includes the Village Green, the allotments, the burial ground, the 
Sports Area on Station Lane, the play area at Middleton, a small area near the old Linen Mill, and the Common Land 
within the Parish.   

 
Pesticide/Weedkiller use 
Q3. What are your views on pesticide/weedkiller use on Parish Council land excluding the allotments? 

[  ] pesticides/weedkillers should not be used 
[  ] pesticides/weedkillers can be used  
[  ] pesticides/weedkillers should not be used if practicable alternatives are available  
[  ] neutral 

 
Q4.  What are your views on pesticide/weedkiller use on the Parish Council allotments? 

[  ] there should be a “No pesticides/weedkillers use” in the agreement with the allotment holders 
[  ] there should not be a “No pesticides/weedkillers use” in the agreement with the allotment holders 
[  ] neutral 
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Frequency of grass cutting and hedge trimming 
Reducing the frequency of grass cutting and the frequency of hedge trimming would reduce carbon emissions and 
potentially help biodiversity.  Currently the Village Green and Sports Area are cut approximately twice a month during 
the growing season and the hedge around the Sports Area is trimmed annually.    
 
Village Green 
Q5. How often would you wish to see the Village Green grass cut? 

[  ] once a month during the growing season 
[  ]  twice a month during the growing season (the current regime) 
[  ] once a month during the early and late growing season, and twice a month during the peak growing season 
[  ] neutral 

 
Sports Area 
Q6. How often would you wish to see the Sports Area grass cut?  

[  ] once a month during the growing season 
[  ]  twice a month during the growing season (the current regime) 
[  ] once a month during the early and late growing season, and twice a month during the peak growing season 
[  ] neutral 

 
Q7. The hedge surrounding the Sports Area is cut annually.  How often would you wish to see the Sports Area 

hedge cut?  
[  ] annually (the current regime) 
[  ] once every two years  
[  ] neutral 

 
Wild Flower Areas and Pollination 
The Care for our Village Group currently manage a small wild flower area near the Bay Horse and some residents have 
wild flower areas in their gardens to help the pollinators.  One third of the food we eat is pollinated by bees, and yet 
they are in decline.  Within the Parish there are a small number of beekeepers helping bees pollinate our food. 
 
Q8. Would you wish the Parish Council  

[  ] to make a small area of the Sports Area a wild flower area? 
[  ] to make the burial ground extension by the river into a wild flower area until it is required as a burial ground  
[  ] to make a larger area of the Village Green into a wild flower area? 
[  ] to maintain the current position 
[  ] neutral?  
(tick any or none which you think apply) 
 

Q9. To help pollinators would you wish 
[  ] the Trees for Tomorrow programme to plant trees that are particularly good for pollinators 
[  ] to encourage more beekeeping to increase the number of pollinators 
[  ] neutral? 
(tick any or none which you think apply) 

 
Himalayan Balsam 
In recent years, Himalayan Balsam has spread rapidly along the river and is encroaching further inland.  It destroys river 
banks by suffocating native vegetation leading to soil erosion in winter.  The Environment Agency “recommend 
strimming or hand pulling balsam twice a year”. 
 
Q10. Would you be willing to help the Parish Council/river bailiffs in the eradication/reduction of Himalayan 

Balsam? 
[  ]  Yes [  ]   No  
If “Yes”, please email climate.action.plan.rpc@gmail.com to volunteer 

 
Litter Picking 
The Parish Council organises litter picking around the Parish twice a year. 
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Q11. Litter is a nuisance everywhere, happily less so in our village due to the responsible attitude of many residents 
and the groups and individuals who arrange litter picks. Would you be willing to help the Parish Council in litter 
picking? 

 
[  ]  Yes [  ]   No  
If “Yes”, please email climate.action.plan.rpc@gmail.com to volunteer 

 
Public Rights of Way (Footpaths) 
The Parish Council oversees the Pathkeepers’ Scheme in conjunction with North Yorks County Council and has recently 
improved the footpath by the river.  The Parish Council do not “own” the footpaths around the Parish but they can try 
and work with the landowners to improve them. 
 
Q12. Are there any footpaths that you would wish to see improved? 

If so, please identify the footpath(s) you would wish to see improved. 

 
 
 

 
Q13. Are there any footpaths you believe could be made more accessible? 

If so, please identify which ones and how. 

 
 
 

 
Q14. Existing Parish Council initiatives 
The Parish Council oversees litter picking twice a year and the Care for our Village group, it organises the local 
Pathkeepers’ Scheme, and helps fund the Trees for Tomorrow group. 
 
Please describe briefly any other climate or environmental activities you think the Parish Council should support. 

 
 
 

 
Q15. Non-Parish Council Initiatives 
There are a number of initiatives that help to protect the environment being undertaken by organisations in the village 
other than the Parish Council; e.g., recycling batteries at the Hub.   
 
Do you know of any initiatives that should be more widely known about? Please identify them.   

 
 
 

Are there any other initiatives related to climate change or the environment you would like to see undertaken? Would 
you be prepared to get involved? If so, please email climate.action.plan.rpc@gmail.com   
 
National Legislation 
 
Electric Cars 
The Government has said that all new cars have to be electric by 2030.  This will increase the need for both private and 
public charging points.  This is particularly relevant for those properties that only have on-street parking, e.g., those 
around the Village Green.   
 
Q16. Do you have any suggestions for suitable locations for public charging points? 
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Q17. Do you have any comments on the provision of charging points for residents who only have on-street parking? 

 
 
 

 
Phasing out of gas and oil boilers 
The Government has announced the phasing out of new gas and oil boilers by the mid-2030s.   Residents may wish to 
move to solar/wind/heat pumps prior to that date with the consequential visual impact. 
 
Q18. Do you have any comments on the potential visual impact of these developments within the Parish but outside 

the Conservation Area? 

 
 
 

 
Q19. Do you have any comments on the potential visual impact of these developments in the Conservation Area? 

 
 
 

 
Local/National Initiatives/Actions 
On the 1 May 2019, the UK Parliament declared a Climate Emergencyii.  As of 24 February 2021, 300 out of 404 (74%) of 
District, County, Unitary & Metropolitan Councils, of all political persuasion and none, have declared a Climate 
Emergency.iii  There are also a number of organisations concerned with the climate and environment including CPRE, 
Friends of the Earth, RSPB, and the local Stokesley and Villages Climate Action Groupiv. 
 
Q20. Would you wish the Parish Council to 

[  ] record the climate is changing  
[  ] develop a Climate Action Plan  
[  ] declare a Climate Emergency? 
(tick any or none which you think apply) 

 
Additional Comments 
If you have any comments on any of the questions, or any other issue related to a climate action plan, please include 
them in the box below. 

 
 
 

 
Thank you for completing the questionnaire. 
 
If you are not completing this questionnaire online, paper copies can be returned to the Hub by 12th August 2021 or 
emailed to climate.action.plan.rpc@gmail.com 
 
Results and Volunteering 
 
The results of the questionnaire will appear on the Parish Council’s website.  If you would like to be sent a copy of the 
results, or can contribute help with the litter picking, Himalayan Balsam control, recycling initiatives or any other issue 
relating to this survey, please email climate.action.plan.rpc@gmail.com indicating which of the issues you can offer help 

 
i  https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/ 
ii https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-48126677 
iii https://www.climateemergency.uk/blog/list-of-councils/ 
iv https://climateactionstokesleyandvillages.org/ 
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