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MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF RUDBY PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY, 8 JANUARY 2018 

AT 7.15 PM IN THE CHAPEL SCHOOLROOM 

 

Present:  Councillor Mr M Jones (Chairman) Councillors Mesdames R Danjoux and E Foden, Messrs. N 

Bennington, S Cosgrove, M Fenwick, R Readman and N Thompson  

District Councillor Mrs B Fortune. County Councillor Mr D Hugill 

Mrs K Atkinson, KVA Planning 

PC Crawford 

19 members of the public 

 

1. Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mesdames D Medlock and J Helm and Mr J 

Nelson. 

 

2. The minutes of last month’s meeting had been circulated and were signed by the Chairman after 

being agreed as a correct record. 

 

3. Police Report and Neighbourhood Watch.   

 

PC Crawford reported two incidents of anti-social behaviour – 9 and 28 December.   Spar toilets had 

been vandalised.  All youths have been identified and will be spoken to in front of their parents and 

banned for a period of 6 months.  One report of criminal damage.  The Chairman asked if the youths 

were of school age and PC Crawford said they were. The Chairman asked if Schools had been made 

aware.  PC Crawford said there is a meeting once a month and this has gone into the report.  

Councillor Danjoux asked if they were from the village.  PC Crawford said yes and also Stokesley and 

Great Ayton.  District Councillor Mrs Fortune said a resident had reported parking on pavements on 

North Side to the Police.  No further action will be taken because parking on the road would be an 

obstruction as the road is very narrow. 

 

4. Meeting open to the public 

 

A resident said an e mail concerning the Neighbourhood Plan made a number of incorrect statements 

concerning himself and others.  He had asked the Council how it was going to handle the e mail.  A 

second resident said due to the serious nature he would like to know how the Parish Council is going 

to investigate.  He would be happy to answer any questions.  Another resident said the community 

was happy with the process of the Neighbourhood Plan but it now seems that a group of people with 

different interests are questioning the correct balance of input.  Another resident asked if the Council 

was happy with the way in which the prejudices of interest are being managed.  Residents within this 

community may need to challenge the Parish Council because of the involvement of one member.  

There is a perceived conflict of interest with the role as the Chairman of this Council and involvement 

in the Neighbourhood Plan.  It is up to the individual member to be absent from meetings.  You might 

get challenged from other developers if the Neighbourhood Plan falls favourably upon Armstrong 

Richardson’s land.  It is in the Village’s interest and the Parish Council’s integrity to take a good look at  
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conflict of interest or perceived conflict of interest.  A resident said everyone was happy with the 

process up to 25 October but after that meeting not everyone is happy.  Another resident said he left 

a list of questions with the Parish Council and hopefully we shall get some answers tonight. 

The Chairman closed the meeting to the public. 

 

5. Matters Arising 

 

a. Neighbourhood Plan.  Mr Mortimer said there had been no meetings in the holiday period.  He 

had invited Mrs K Atkinson, KVA Planning, to give a report on her view of how sound the process 

is.  Mrs Atkinson said she would be happy to answer questions.  On the process to date she has 

been particularly impressed with the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.   A lot of dedication, 

organisation and work has gone on behind the scenes. In terms of the process to date her role is 

to act as a critical friend.  They have consulted with the community and responded to the 

community.  She is very impressed with the organisation and the extent to which the Steering 

Group has recorded responses.  She was aware of how they have advertised, including door to 

door surveys and social media and is very content with that.    It has not been her role to guide the 

Steering Group to any sites.  At the moment the way the Neighbourhood Plan process works is 

that you have to get the community on board and eventually submit the Plan to Hambleton 

District Council and they have to agree with everything that has been done.  An independent 

examiner will be appointed by the District Council.  A slight concern arose at the last meetings 

about a change in administration.  Communication now comes via the Parish Council.  An 

Examiner may ask why it has been changed.  The Neighbourhood Plan is created by people who 

live in the community.  A pecuniary conflict of interest would raise alarm bells.  From a process 

point of view she is happy with the Steering Group.  Unfortunately in a Neighbourhood Plan there 

is always going to be people in the community who are not going to be happy.  The community 

will have their say in the referendum.  You want to get everyone on board.  The Chairman of the 

Parish Council is not on the Steering Group but you are the Chairman of the Parish Council and it is 

something that has to be addressed but I do not know how.   

 

The Chairman said the change to correspondence going through the Parish Council was requested 

by Hambleton District Council.  The Neighbourhood Plan is the responsibility of the Parish Council 

and they wanted a single point of contact.  The Steering Group has done all the work and are 

doing a Neighbourhood Plan on behalf of the Parish Council.  Any concerns about the 

Neighbourhood Plan or the Steering Group should be raised with the Parish Council.  The Parish 

Council are not doing any work on the Neighbourhood Plan.  Up to date it has been done 

successfully by Allan Mortimer and his team.  There are members of the Parish Council on the 

Steering Group.  District Councillor Mrs Fortune explained why the District Council had asked for a 

single point of contact.  There is nothing sinister and nothing to hide, it was taking resources from 

other people who are in the same boat.  Mrs Atkinson said she understood having one point of 

contact and Hambleton District Council have been very helpful to the Neighbourhood Plan.  It 

would be unusual if the Chair of the Steering Group is not the direct correspondent.  A resident 

thought the important thing was to get information out whether it comes from the Steering Group 

or the Parish Council.  It has been more comprehensive of late.  Another resident thought the 

point of contact should be the Steering Group.  There is a perceived conflict of interest.  District 

Councillor Mrs Fortune said Hambleton District Council are aware that there is a site been put 

forward belonging to Armstrong Richardson, the same as other people have put in other plots of 

land.  Parish Councillors have to declare all their interests.  Councillor Fenwick said the Chairman  
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does not carry increased weight in decision making or a veto.  The difficulty with the 

Neighbourhood Plan is that everybody in this room has an interest.  A resident said it was different 

when you hold a public office.   

 

Mr Mortimer said the Steering Group will deliver a document to the Parish Council and in that 

document the Belbrough Lane site will either be a preferred site or not.  At that moment I think 

there will be a clear point of interest.  The Chairman said he agreed that we need to make sure for 

the validity of the Plan.  We need to make sure we are scrupulous.  We will have to find out how 

we manage it.   In answer to a query the Chairman said the change in the communication does not 

result in delays.  Mr Mortimer said he had not seen the questions posed by a resident.  It had been 

assumed that Mr Mortimer had a copy as they were available at the last meeting.  A copy will be 

provided.  Councillor Fenwick said a meeting between all Parish Councillors and all Steering Group 

members is needed in order to come back to the community with a plan.  Hopefully it will meet 

the satisfaction of the people in the village.  A lot of aspects have been questioned and it is good 

that people are engaging in the process.  We will make a group decision by thrashing out all the 

aspects.  In answer to a query, the meeting was informed that Parish Councillors visited every site.  

A member of the Steering Group said they had also visited the sites and have a folder with all the 

comments made by the community relevant to each site.   The Chairman said collectively we wish 

to address the concerns of the community which have been raised. 

Mrs Atkinson left the meeting. 

b. Footpaths.  Nothing to report. 

c. Village Hall and Play Area.  The Chairman had met with some members of the Management 

Committee as they wanted to clarify responsibilities.  The Parish Council insures the play 

equipment, pays for the grass cutting and an annual tree survey.  The Committee did not want a 

formal agreement regarding checks to the equipment, etc. but they do make checks before and 

after any event and also have a regular look around.  When our insurance comes up for renewal 

we need to examine the details to see if there are any clauses about play equipment.  The 

Management Committee are happy to fund 50% of the cost of repairs to the play equipment at 

the back of the Village Hall provided they have sufficient funds.  At sometime the car park will 

need resurfacing and it is the responsibility of the Parish Council to arrange this.  We will need to 

earmark a sum of money for it.  The tree survey recommended that the tree at the front of the 

Village Hall should be felled.  The stump will have to be ground out and the area levelled before a 

new tree can be planted.  The survey also recommended that the tree overlooking the tennis 

courts had the crown removed but the stem be retained as 3m high standing stem for habitat.   

d. Sports Area.  Councillor Cosgrove said a bit of maintenance is required.  A lot of people were using 

the area over the Christmas period.  It was noted even though there is a litter bin, plastic bottles 

are often left in the area. 

e. Village Green.  The Chairman thanked everyone who helped take down the Christmas tree and 

move a few of the boulders to the bottom of the Green.   

f. Village Event.  Councillor Foden has contacted a security firm and is waiting for a date for them to 

come to the Village.  The provisional date for the Village Event is 30 June 2018.  We are hoping we 

can hold it on this date subject to how we can manage the risk.  We will then hold a meeting with 

the people who are prepared to help. 

g. Community Speedwatch.  Councillor Thompson said the first training session took place this 

morning when 9 volunteers attended.  There are still another 6 to be trained.  Information will be 

put on the website.  Hopefully it will make people aware of speeding and that they need to have 

consideration for others. 
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6. Finance 

 

A letter was received from Barclays Bank informing that the new signing arrangements are in place.  

The Employer’s summary for December 2017 and the Employer’s tax summary for October – 

December 2017 were received from TP Jones & Co.  The balances in the Council’s accounts are as 

follows: 

 

Community Account                                                                      £5,000.00 (14 December 2017) 

Burial Account                                                                              £14,805.34 (14 December 2017) 

Business Premium Account                                                     £104,134.85 (13 December 2017) 

Allotment Account                                                                         £1,381.10 (26 October 2017) 

 

7. Reports from County and District Councillors 

 

County Councillor Mr Hugill said NYnet is up and running.  BT has been appointed as the contractor.  

The County Council have £2 million from the Local Enterprise Partnership to improve 4G and 3G 

coverage.   

District Councillor Mrs Fortune congratulated the Council on the Christmas tree.  She thought that 

parking by residents had been far more considerate over the holiday period.   

 

8. Planning Applications 

 

a. Construction of garage and car port at Green Banks, Rudby Bank for Mr A Frank. 17/02671/FUL.  

The Council recommended approval. 

b. Single storey extension to 25 North End for Mr & Mrs M Cottle 17/02714/FUL. The Council 

recommended approval. 

c. An e mail was received from a resident at Skutterskelfe concerning a proposed planning 

application.  The Council decided that they could not give their views as a formal application had 

not been received. 

 

9. Correspondence 

 

a. E mails from YLCA concerning the General Data Protection Regulation which comes into force on 

25 May 2018.  The Council will have to appoint a Data Protection Officer.  NALC is currently 

working on plans to develop a national DPO service and YLCA will circulate details as soon as they 

receive them.  Councillor Foden will look at the information provided. 

b. E mail from Community First Yorkshire giving details of a free Hambleton Community Led Housing 

workshop to be held on 16 January at Kirkby Fleetham Village Hall.  Posters have been put on the 

noticeboards. 

c. White Rose Update received by e mail from YLCA and circulated. 

d. Poster from YLCA concerning Bird Flu Protection.  Information has been put on the noticeboards. 

e. Applications from Dales of Thirsk for erection of a new memorial and for additional inscriptions.  

These were agreed. 

f. Quotes had been received from Mossy Rock Ltd. by e mail for work required at the new Burial 

Ground and also at the land near the river owned by the Parish Council.   It was noted that the 

quotes did not include scaffolding costs.  Councillor Bennington thought repointing the wall will  
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not work.  It was agreed that the area of the Parish Council land will be marked out and the 

vegetation cleared.  A quote was received for planting a hedge inside the fence at the new Burial 

Ground.  There is still work to do with the drainage and a delivery of clay to make a physical bund.  

The Clerk will reply to Mossy Rock Ltd. saying the Council will contact them in due course. 

g. News Digests for 18 December 2017 and 2 January 2018 received by e mail from Rural Services 

Network and circulated. 

h. Clerks & Councils Direct magazine received and circulated. 

 

10. Planning Decisions of Hambleton District Council 

 

a. Works to trees in a Conservation Area at 25 North End for Mr M Cottle. Granted.  17/02429/CAT 

b. Internal and external alterations to 39 North End as amended by drawings received on 22 

November 2017, for Mr & Mrs T Honeyman. Granted. 17/02129/FUL 

c. Work to trees in a Conservation Area for Rudby Parish Council 17/02457/CAT.  Approved. 

 

11. Accounts 

 

a. T.P Jones & Co LLP – Payroll preparation for October – December 2017                       £58.50 

b. Northumbrian Water Business – Allotments water supply                                                 £2.76 (DD) 

c. KVA Planning – Attendance at meetings & travel expenses                                           £627.90 

d. Elliott Consultancy Ltd. – Aerial inspection of tree at Village Hall                                 £180.00 

e. HMRC – Tax 4th quarter                                                                                                         £452.40 

f. Clerk – Monthly salary December + broadband                                                               £490.20 

g. Methodist Church – Use of room for meetings August – December   £125 + 

        donation of £30 towards cost of electricity for Christmas Tree lights                 £155.00 

h. Cartridge Discount – Two ink cartridges                                                                                £5.98 

 

 

Monies Received 

 

Hambleton District Council – Grant for Neighbourhood Plan meetings, etc          £839.80 

Barthrams Funeral Service – Interments and Plot purchases                                £1,599.75 

Lords Monumental Ltd. – Additional inscription                                                           £63.00 

Allotment Tenants – Rents                                                                                                £90.00 

Hutton Rudby Cricket Club – Donation towards Fireworks Display                           £50.00  

 

 

The Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.40 pm. 

 

 

 

 


